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Jo Todd on Eddie  qualifying for Royal Windsor Horse Show                     
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Forelock  ......by Editor : Kate Todd 

Hi All, 

    Spring has arrived after such a long hard winter we are all pleased to 

see the swallows return and the evenings become longer. Since the last 

Hoofprint the club has been very busy with both internal and external 

competitions. The Linda Smith dressage to music was held at Springwell 

farm on January 9th we had a lovely sunny day and the competition ran 

like clockwork with a good number of entries. This was followed swiftly 

by qualifiers for the Royal Windsor Horse the dressage element was 

held at  Catlips Farm,  there were two qualifiers for the show jumping the 

first at Catlips Farm and the second at BCA this just happened to be the 

same day as our awards Dinner so it was all a bit of a rush for everyone!  

The Dinner was a great success and many enjoyed the superb setting of 

The Moor Park Club House.   

   Northwood entered two teams in the Pinnerwood Quiz with great 

success. Northwood also took part in the Lucy Oldfield trophy held at 

Trent Park read on to find out how we did.  There are some exciting 

events to look forward to this summer including some jump competitions 

and of course our ODE. There is a summer camp at Rockbourne which 

several of our members enjoyed last year and on May 1st there is a 

Charity trail ride in Darkwood near Oxford, timed to coincide with the 
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splendour of the English Bluebell blooms. There have been a number of 

thefts in and around our area lately including ponies, trailers and lorry s 

so please be vigilant .Wishing you all the best, for a successful season.      

Kate Todd 

 

The Linda Smith Dressage to Music Competition 

This competition is an annual event to honour the life of Linda Smith who 

owned the gorgeous Mr Rafferty.  Linda was particularly interested in 

dressage to music and did early experiments with cassette tapes.   Linda 

died 6 years ago and left Raffs to Jackie Barker who had ridden him 

since he was six years old.  The trophy is a beautiful pewter bust of 

Emile Faurie s horse Virtu which won an individual bronze and team 

silver in the European championships in 1993.  Jackie and Mr Rafferty 

try very hard to win it every year. 

This year the competition was originally scheduled for autumn 2010 but 

9th January was third time lucky when we managed to book the very 

experienced Joyce Head to judge for us.  Prior to the competition 

several of us attended a brilliant workshop at Springwell Farm with 

Alison Kenward, where our horses were invited to pick their own music !   

So armed with our horses choices we started working out our floor 

plans, videoing them and editing our music to fit them.  This was no 

mean feat, let me assure you!  Dilys Gordon had to cancel our first 
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planned date in September as her sister was very ill.  We fixed another 

date with Joyce Head on 4 December, but that unfortunately had to be 

cancelled, as everything was frozen solid and covered in snow which of 

course included the menage. 

 

Finally, the 9th January was arranged with Joyce judging. The day was 

magic and amazingly, it was utterly beautiful, crisp blue skies and 

fabulously warm for the time of year.  There were 7 of us entered in the 

competition 4 with music and 3 without, but only 6 took part in the end as 

unfortunately Lorraine Cook had transport problems.  First to go was 

Helen Newell on Renita Brady s Maverick, she did not have music, but 

set the standard.  I was next to go and after a few false starts as Charles 

Hall got used to playing the music we were off, dancing  to Teddy Bear s 

Picnic by Kenny Ball and his Jazzmen, Sonny loves jazz music!  He 

went brilliantly and I was surprised at how many people were in the 

audience.  Kate Todd with Toby were next in, they did not have music, 

but gave a fine performance.  Llewis and Tessa were next in and he had 

chosen Madonna s Hanky Panky and unfortunately performed a bit of 

hanky panky in between some very lovely moves too.  Julie Chapman 

and Vladimere were next they performed to some lovely classical music.  

George looked fantastic and did some very flashy medium trot across 

the diagonal.  The tension was mounting as last but by no means least 

Mr Rafferty and Jackie Barker entered the arena.  Jackie had put 
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together a Western Theme.  Her trot music was the opening theme 

music from the Magnificent Seven and the canter was taken from a 

spaghetti western called Ecstasy of Gold.  Fortunately the lead in music 

was perfect for the walk work and Jackie got her IT son to stretch the 

music so that it met the transition to canter perfectly.  All she had to do 

was ride it accurately.  Mr Rafferty went magnificently and the crowd 

were in bits, knowing his history. 

The results were as follows:- 

1st Jackie Barker and Mr Rafferty with a whopping 75% 

2nd Joanna Philpot and Sonny with an excellent 73.6% 

3rd Tessa and Lewis with 65.8% 

4th Julie Chapman and Vladimere with 65.5% 

5th Kate Todd and Toby with 65.3% 

6th Helen Newell and Maverick with 63.3% 

Joyce Head was very complimentary after the competition and gave us 

some excellent tips and hints about how to improve our test layouts and 

music choices for the future. 

We all finished sorting our horses out and then enjoyed a lovely finger 

buffet and well deserved glass of wine, making the most of the winter 

sunshine.  Very fittingly Mr Rafferty and Jackie retained the lovely 
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trophy, but there will be some stiff competition for next year s 

competition! 

Thanks go to Jackie Barker for organising the competition, to Joyce 

Head for her excellent judging, to Vic Baylis for writing, Emma Reidy for 

stewarding and Jackie Hall for allowing us to use the lovely arena at 

Springwell Farm.  Thanks also to all those who turned up on a fantastic 

sunny Sunday to support the competition.  Lastly to all the competitors 

who put so much effort into devising their routines and music and putting 

on a great show for the audience. 

 

STOP PRESS 

 

Please make a note in your diaries.  Friday 17th June 7.30pm JOYCE 

HEAD will be giving a dismounted workshop on how to put together your 

dressage to music CD.  The venue is Chesham High School and the talk 

will last for approximately 2 hours with a short break for refreshments.  

This workshop will be open to all Clubs in Area 6 and Northwood will be 

organising the evening.  Directions and costs will follow shortly.  
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Winner Jackie and the truly amazing Mr. Rafferty. 

 

 

 

Joanna and Sunny  a well deserved 

second. 
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Northwood Riding Club Annual Dinner Dance and Awards Ceremony 

2011 

The Dinner Dance took place at our normal venue, Moor Park Golf Club, 

Rickmansworth, on 12th February where 81 people enjoyed an excellent 

meal and dancing to FastTrack.  This year we were well looked after on 

the night by Duty Manager, Leigh, and Maitre D,  Diraj while Swee Lan 

Miller as usual handled all the arrangements and coped patiently with all 

my changes to menus and seating plans.   

After the meal the awards ceremony took place with our President, John 

Gosheron, presenting the awards. The Nelson Trophy was presented to 

Jackie Barker who also retained the School Horse Trophy while Kate 

Todd won both the Morris Trophy and the Hemelik Trophy.  Renita 

Brady won the Softie Trophy. Vice President Amanda Hughes as usual 

presented the Progress Awards, this year to Lorraine Cook for the most 

improved Novice Rider and Adrian Daw for most improved Advanced 

Rider. Adrian was unable to collect his trophy but Amanda explained 

how both he and Lorraine had earned their trophies. There were two 

additional trophies this year as Northwood Riding Club members had 

won both the Wembley Trophy presented by London Riding Clubs 

Liaison Committee to the competitor gaining most points in LRCLC 

competitions and the Hugh Augur Trophy presented to the competitor 

gaining most points in LRCLC novice competitions. The Wembley 
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Trophy,  awarded jointly to Nicola Peace and Pam Burch was collected 

by Pam as Nicola was unable to be present.                                        

The Hugh Augur trophy was awarded to Denise Foster.  Lorraine Cook 

accepted it on her behalf as Denise was also unable to attend.  Jo Todd 

then presented flowers to Irene Gosheron on behalf of the club before 

we moved to the dancing area. This year s raffle ticket sellers were 

Tessa Baylis, Diane Hill and Penny Hathaway. Thanks to their efforts we 

raised £435 on the raffle. In order to avoid spending too long drawing the 

raffle we tried a new system.  Our very helpful Maitre D. Diraj, drew the 

tickets which were placed on to the prizes.  Guests could then check 

whether they had won a prize without having to wait for the draw. 

Unfortunately not everyone remembered to check their prizes and some 

were left unclaimed at the end of the evening so we will have to think 

again next year.  If anyone has ideas about how we could run the raffle 

to be fair to everyone but not to take up too much time please let me 

know. Dancing continued until 12.30 when the guests departed, weary 

but, we hope, happy. My thanks to Diane Hill for her continued support, 

even though she was away until just before the dinner, to the raffle ticket 

sellers and the guests at my table who folded up the tickets, to Renita 

Brady who provided the flowers, my husband Ian who wrote the menu 

selections on 81 name cards and to everyone who came, brought 

friends and danced the night away to make it an evening to remember. 

We hope you will be back next year at the same venue for Annual 
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Dinner and Awards Ceremony which will be on SATURDAY FEBRUARY 

11TH 2012 so please make a priority note in your diaries now.           

Pam Burch 

 

 

` 

 

Moor Park Golf Club 

 

Pictures depicting a memorable evening. 

 

      Jackie Barker with J Gosheron 

 

http://www.moorparkgc.co.uk/index.lasso?pg=cad5230e4c24e315&mp=f4716ba6e1ca927a
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Kate Todd with John Gosheron 

 

 

   

 

Renita Brady with John Gosheron winner of the Softie Trophy 
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Lorraine Cook with Amanda Hughes 

 

Later on....... 

 

 


